
Imaginary Worlds: 2 Ways 

1- Book Imagery Collage
The artist Rachel Rose uses turn of the century children’s books as her medium to 
create an illustrated world in her video artwork, Lake Valley. Using found imagery from 
open source book illustrations create an imaginary or dream world of your own.  

Supplies: 
CWAM printout of open-source book images 
Books or magazines from recycling 
Glue 
Scissors 
Heavy weight paper, painted paper, or cardboard as background 

Vocabulary: 
Collage- derived from the Greek word for glue.  An artistic composition made of 
various materials (such as paper, cloth, or wood) glued on a surface 
Landscape- depiction of natural scenery 

Parts of a landscape, foreground, middle ground, background 

Other artist to look at: 
Eric Carle  
Joseph Cornell 
Jesse Treece 

Suggestions; 
• Make a no pencil, pen, etc. rule- paper only.
• Require a certain number of layers of paper
• Visual storytelling, what can we decipher about the location with the details you

have included.
• Postcard size? Teeny tiny?



2- Atmospheric Perspective Gelli Prints

Supplies: 
Gelli Plates 
Paint (not printing ink) 
Brayers 
Scrap paper to create mask or stencil 

Vocabulary: 
Atmospheric perspective-  As space recedes into the far distance in a landscape 
painting or drawing, the intensity of the color fades and there is less contrast of lights 
and darks. The further back in space, the lighter the colors appear, often as lighter, 
cooler, tones of blue to gray. 
Foreground, middle ground, background 
Tint 
Shade  
Masking  

Other artist to look at: 
Ansel Adams for atmospheric perspective examples 

Suggestions: 
• Create a series of 2 prints: tint and shade
• Make a snow globe- draw on top of your lands scape adding pen and ink details
• Masking tape to clean up unwanted ink
• Draw your version of a critter on transparency film and add it to your landscape,

a good way to introduce cel animation

Techniques used:  
Masking 
Stencil making 
Magazine transfers 

Great Gelli Ideas (tips on magazine transfers)- https://youtu.be/GsRCic-icgY 
Mattise Gelli Plate project (oil pastel transfers)-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDbmBwRM47c 

Standards for viewing art:  
Kinder: 5RE Describe what they see and feel in selected works of art 

3PE Describe different ways that an artwork expresses an emotion or mood. 



First: 5RE Discuss the meanings of visual symbols, images and icons observed in artworks 
8RE Express and share their own responses to works of art and consider the responses of others 

Second: 4RE Share their personal interpretations of the meanings conveyed in various works of art  1PE 
Notice and point out details and respond to expressive features in artworks. 

3PE Compare the form, materials, and techniques in selected works of art using 
 descriptive language 

Third:  6PE Recognize and identify choices that give meaning to a personal art 
3RE Compare and contrast their opinions of a work of art with those of their peers. 

Fourth: 5PE Link ideas in and design of works of art to the emotions and moods  
expressed in them. 
4RE Generate criteria for discussing and assessing works of art. 
5RE Refer to criteria and use art vocabulary when discussing and judging the quality of artworks 

Fifth: 6PE Select and access contemporary digital tools media arts to investigate ideas and inform artmaking. 
4RE Communicate how personal artistic decisions are influenced by social, environmental 
and political views. 

Sixth:  1PE Describe how art and design elements and principles are used in artworks to 
produce certain visual effects and create meaning. 
2RE Describe content, meaning and design in various works of art using accurate, 
descriptive language and art-specific vocabulary. 

Seventh: 1PE Explore how personal experiences, interest, cultural heritage and gender 
influence an artist’s style and choice of subject matter. 
1RE Speculate about an artist’s intentions and message in a work using relevant references to the work. 

5RE Describe how experiences in galleries, museums and other cultural institutions can stimulate 
the imagination and enrich people’s lives. 

Eighth: 1PE Identify how an artist’s choice of media relates to the ideas and images in the 
work. 
4PE Understand how social, cultural and political factors affect what  
contemporary artists and designers create. 
1RE Examine various qualities in artworks to understand how an artist’s choice of media 
relates to the images and ideas in the work. 

9-12:  (beginning) 5PE Describe the role of technology as a visual art medium. 
3RE Use appropriate vocabulary to define and describe techniques and materials used to 
create works of art.  
4RE Investigate the role of innovative technologies in the creation and composition of 
new media imagery.   

(intermediate)  5PE Explore the application of technology to the production of visual artworks. 
RE Expand the use of arts-specific vocabulary to define and describe techniques and 
materials used to create works of art.  
4RE Explain the role of innovative technologies in the creation and composition of new 
media imagery. 

(advanced)  6PE Identify, examine, and understand the aesthetic, stylistic and functional 
considerations of designing objects, environments, and communications. 
4RE Respond to critical questions about the meaning and influence of new media 
imagery in our culture.  
6RE Explain how a response to a work of art is affected by the context in which it is 
viewed.  



Unearthly Landscapes 
Responding and Reflecting: Essential Matter for families  
 
What am I looking at? 
Questions to reflect on: 

• What might earth look like without humans? 
• How would you design your physical space if you had total control? What would you change or 

keep? 
 

How do I talk about this art? 
Vocabulary to know:  

Golden age of children’s literature – time period of children’s literature from about the publication 
of Alice in Wonderland (1865) to Winnie the Pooh (1926). Child characters led their own lives, 
sometimes escaping to their own magic world. These stories often used themes of loneliness 
and unbelonging in childhood. At the same time, children who left their home would frequently 
return home after maturing (Brittney 2020). 

 

Where should I start? 
Inspiration Ideas: 
• Create a landscape by collaging together different textures, colors, and elements of nature. 

Suggestion: use illustrations from vintage children’s books! 
 
What’s next?  
Artists to check out: 
 

  
 

John Tenniel 
Alice accepting a thimble from 
Dodo, Illustration. 1871. 

Kay Nielsen 
The Little Mermaid Concept 
Art, Illustration. 1950s.   
 

Arthur Rackham 
The Old Woman in the Wood, 
Illustration. 1917. 
 

 



 

Knotts, Brittney. What Will Become of Us? Childhood Loneliness in Rachel Rose’s Lake Valley. 
Carnegie Museum of Art: 8 Aug. 2020, https://storyboard.cmoa.org/2020/08/what-will-
become-of-us-childhood-loneliness-in-rachel-roses-lake-valley/.  
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